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Categories: 

 

 I. Calculators 

 II. Search Tools 

 III. Data & Statistics Resources 

 
How can you use these tools and resources to answer 

alternative fuel questions? 

 

Top Ten Clean Cities Tools and Resources 



Clean Cities  /  3 

Alternative Fuels Data Center (AFDC) Tools 

(www.afdc.energy.gov/tools) 
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AFDC Vehicle Cost Calculator 

 

 

Petroleum Reduction Planning Tool (PREP) 

 

 

Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) 
Alternative Fuel Life Cycle Environmental 
and Economic Transportation (AFLEET) 
Tool 

Tools & Resources: Calculators 
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“Is there a basic tool I can use to compare the cost of ownership and emissions for a 

light-duty alternative fuel vehicle (AFV) vs. a light-duty conventional vehicle? Specifically, 

the Model Year (MY) 2012 Ford Focus and the MY2013 Honda Civic compressed 

natural gas (CNG) vehicle.” 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

   

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

AFDC Vehicle Cost Calculator 

(www.afdc.energy.gov/calc/) 
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Use standard assumptions or behavior-specific information to get more accurate results  

AFDC Vehicle Cost Calculator: How do you use your 

vehicle? 
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AFDC Vehicle Cost Calculator: Results 

 The MY2013 Honda Civic CNG emits about 14% less CO2 annually (well-to-
wheels) than the MY2012 Ford Focus 

 

 Since the purchase price of the MY2013 Honda Civic CNG is $9,805 more 
than the MY2012 Ford Focus, the cumulative cost of ownership for the 
Honda Civic CNG is higher. That said, on an annual basis the operating 
cost is approximately $500 less for the Honda Civic CNG. 
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Petroleum Reduction Planning Tool   (PREP) Tool: 

Choose your plan (www.afdc.energy.gov/prep/) 

“Our fleet would like to reduce our petroleum consumption by 60,000 gasoline gallon 

equivalents (GGE) annually. Is there a tool that allows us to try out various scenarios to 

create a comprehensive plan of attack?” 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Progress: 

 

 The fleet will 
make it over half 
way to their total 
petroleum 
reduction goal 

 

 For petroleum 
reduction goals 
to be met, the 
fleet will need to 
ramp up one or 
more of their 
savings methods 

 

 In addition to the 
petroleum 
reduction goals, 
this plan will save 
the fleet $15,440 
and reduce 
emissions by 359 
tons per year 

 

 

PREP Tool: Savings Methods 
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AFLEET Tool (greet.es.anl.gov/afleet) 

“I am trying to calculate the emissions and payback for a heavy-duty diesel refuse truck 

versus its liquefied natural gas (LNG) counterpart. Is there a tool available that can 

calculate this for multiple vehicles?” 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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 AFLEET Tool: Inputs and Payback Results 
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Payback & Payback 

Outputs Tabs 

Calculate and show results 

for simple payback based on 

vehicle purchase price, 

annual operating savings, 

and life-cycle emissions. 

 AFLEET Tool: Annual Payback 
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2.9 year payback period, based 
on 28 years of ownership 

 AFLEET Tool: Lifetime Total Cost of Ownership 
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II. Tools & Resources: Data Search Tools 

 
AFDC Station Locator 

 

 

AFDC Laws & Incentives Database 

 

 

AFDC Light- & Heavy-Duty Vehicle 
Search 

 

 

FuelEconomy.gov 

 

 

AFDC Case Studies Search 
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• “How many fueling stations by fuel type are there in the United States?” 

• “How close is the nearest E85 fueling station to my fleet facility?” 

• “Are there any private CNG fueling stations that would allow my fleet to fuel in case of 
emergency?” 

• “Are there any planned biodiesel fueling stations near my home?”   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 AFDC Station Locator 

 (www.afdc.energy.gov/locator/stations) 
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• Find fueling stations near 
you or along your planned 
driving route! 

• Narrow your search 

 AFDC Station Locator: Search Capabilities 
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 AFDC Station Locator: Station Information 
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“What incentives are available to help purchase a MY2014 Nissan Leaf all-electric vehicle 

(EV) in California?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 AFDC Laws & Incentives Database 

 (www.afdc.energy.gov/laws/search) 

In this case, since both 

federal and state incentives 

may be available to EVs in 

Utah, the Advanced Search is 

the best route. 
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State 

 

 

 

 

 

Federal 

 AFDC Laws & Incentives Database: Results 
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 AFDC Light- & Heavy-Duty Vehicle Search 
 (www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/search/light/) 
 (www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/search/heavy) 

“I’m looking into procuring additional vehicles for my fleet, both light- and heavy-duty, is there 

a way to look at all available vehicles within certain parameters?” 

____________________________________________________________ 
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“Is there a resource available that will easily allow me to compare the fuel economy and 

purchasing price of the MY2014 Ford Focus Electric to the MY2014 Volkswagen Jetta 

Hybrid?” 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 FuelEconomy.gov (www.fueleconomy.gov/) 
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 FuelEconomy.gov: Tools 

 Find A Car 
 Compare Side by 

Side (up to four 
vehicles) 

 Best & Worst 
Vehicles (in terms 
of fuel efficiency) 

 

 About EPA Ratings 
 Fuel Economy 

Tests 

 Your Mileage Will 
Still Vary 
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“A local school system in the area is interested in speaking with fleet managers / 

maintenance managers of large fleets that use propane school buses. How can I find fleets 

to contact?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Search for: “propane” and “school 

transportation”  

 Contact: Clean Cities coordinators involved in 

the highlighted case studies 

 AFDC Case Studies Webpage 
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III. Tools & Resources: Data & Statistics 

 
U.S. Energy Information    
Administration (EIA) 
Renewable & Alternative 
Fuels page 

 

 AFDC Maps and Data  
 Webpage 
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“Are there any resources that can tell me how many CNG vehicles were estimated to be on 

the road each year from 2005 to 2010?” 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AFDC Maps and Data Webpage 

 (www.afdc.energy.gov/data/) 

Browse by 
Category: 

 

 Vehicles 
 AFVs & hybrid 

electric vehicles 
(HEVs) 

 Fuels & 
Infrastructure 

 Laws & 
Incentives 

 Regulated 
Fleets 

 Clean Cities 
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 AFDC Maps and Data Webpage 



Clean Cities  /  27 

“I’m comparing the number of AFVs in my state government’s fleet (AZ) with the total 
number of AFVs in all state fleets, is there a way to easily view this data in graph format 
for 2011?” 

______________________________________________________________ 

  EIA Renewable & Alternative Fuels Webpage   

        (www.eia.gov/renewable/data.cfm#alternative) 
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  EIA Renewable & Alternative Fuels Webpage 

Arizona State Agency Vehicles 

All U.S. State Agency Vehicles 

2,283 AFVs 

111,223 AFVs 
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 Other Government Websites 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 Alternative Fuel Conversions: 

epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm 

 Renewable Fuel Standard: 

www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/index.htm 

 Aftermarket Retrofit Device Evaluation “511” Program: 

www.epa.gov/otaq/consumer/reports.htm  

 

 DOE National Laboratories 
 Argonne National Laboratory: Idle Reduction Tools and 

Outreach Materials: 

www.transportation.anl.gov/engines/idling_tools.html  

 Idaho National Laboratory: Advanced Vehicle Testing 

Activity: avt.inel.gov/  

 National Renewable Energy Laboratory: Vehicle & Fuels 

Research: www.nrel.gov/vehiclesandfuels/ 

 Oak Ridge National Laboratory: Transportation Energy 

Data Book: cta.ornl.gov/data/index.shtml  

http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm
http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm
http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm
http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm
http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/consumer/reports.htm
http://www.transportation.anl.gov/engines/idling_tools.html
http://avt.inel.gov/
http://www.nrel.gov/vehiclesandfuels/
http://cta.ornl.gov/data/index.shtml
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 National Biodiesel Board (NBB) Automaker’s and Engine 
Manufacturer’s Positions of Support for Biodiesel Blends 
 www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-

summary-chart  

 

 NGVAmerica Business Directory 
 www.ngvc.org/buz_dir/index.html  

 

 Propane Education & Research Council (PERC) Case 
Studies Webpage 
 www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-

studies/  

 

 Renewable Fuel Association (RFA) Summary of Automobile 
Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations – 2014 Model Year 
 ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-

site/Industry%20Resources/RFA%20Auto%20Manufacturer%20Fuel
%20Recommendations%202012%202013%202014%202013.10.30.p
df?nocdn=1  

 

 Electric Drive Transportation Association (EDTA) Sales 
Dashboard 
 www.electricdrive.org/index.php?ht=d/sp/i/20952/pid/20952  

 

 Industry Association Resources 

http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/oem-information/oem-statement-summary-chart
http://www.ngvc.org/buz_dir/index.html
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://www.autogasusa.org/fueling-with-propane/refueling-options/case-studies/
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/Industry Resources/RFA Auto Manufacturer Fuel Recommendations 2012 2013 2014 2013.10.30.pdf?nocdn=1
http://www.electricdrive.org/index.php?ht=d/sp/i/20952/pid/20952
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Contact Your Local Clean Cities Coordinator 

(www.afdc.energy.gov/cleancities/coalitions/coalition_contacts.php) 

Sort by state to find your coordinator! 
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Alternative Fuels Data Center 
www.afdc.energy.gov  
 

FuelEconomy.gov 

www.fueleconomy.gov 

 

Energy Information Administration 

 www.eia.gov  

 
Clean Cities Technical Response Service 

Email: TechnicalResponse@icfi.com 

Phone: 800-254-6735 

 

Websites and Resources 

http://www.afdc.energy.gov
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/cleancities/coalitions/coalition_locations.php
http://www.eia.gov/
mailto:technicalresponse@icfi.com
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